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1  Eligibility


This competition is open to GIRLS ONLY hockey teams and BOYS ONLY hockey teams in the 13 – 19 years age group, from all Queensland School Sport affiliated schools.

2  Team Composition
2.1
Teams are restricted to sixteen players for each match.

2.2
Schools may nominate a maximum of two teams according to the following conditions:

2.2.1
Teams must be selected as a No. 1 and a No. 2 team, based on merit.

2.2.2
Once a player has played in the schools No. 1 team, he/she is ineligible to play in the schools No. 2 team.

2.2.3
In the event of the No. 2 team being eliminated from the competition, then players are eligible for selection in the school’s No. 1 team.

2.2.4
In the event of the schools No. 1 team being eliminated from the competition, players are ineligible to play in the No. 2 team.

2.3
All players must be:

· bona-fide school students 
· enrolled at the school for which they are playing 

· no more than 19 years of age or have reached a minimum age of 13 years during the year of competition 

Where a student has dual enrolment, he/she must represent only one school for the duration of the competition.
2.4
All players must wear the uniform that is designated by the school.  

3  Structure
3.1
All schools that nominate will be grouped into zones according to Education Queensland's current sport regions as near as possible.

3.2
Within each zone there will be a competition organised on a knockout basis.  The exception to this will be where a zone chooses to conduct a round-robin competition.  This must be done through consultation with all participating schools within the zone by a designated zone convenor.  The zone convenor must supply the Organising Committee with all details of the proposed competition for approval.

3.3
The winning schools in each zone will play the winning school from another zone.

3.4
The organising committee will arrange the draw.

3.5
Matches in each round must be played by the nominated date.  Failure to do so may result in exclusion from the competition.

3.6
Schools nominating 2 teams must be aware these two teams could be drawn to play each other.

4  Match Venues/Times

4.1
For all matches up to but excluding the finals series, the venue is to be arranged by mutual agreement.  If the schools cannot mutually agree, the organizing committee will arbitrate.

4.2
The school that has incurred the greatest travel in time and cost to date will be deemed in most cases to be the home team.  In cases of difficult negotiations, schools should consider agreeing to a suitable mid-way venue.

4.3
All matches are to be arranged at a time mutually acceptable to both schools.  In most cases this will be outside normal school time.  Where school time is available, it must be with the approval of both principals.

4.4
Schools are encouraged to contact the local Hockey Association for assistance in relation to umpires and/or facilities.  A list of Association contacts can be accessed from the Hockey Queensland website - http://www.hockeyqld.com.au
5  Financial Reimbursement

5.1
No expenses incurred by participating schools, during the round matches or quarter-finals, will be met.

5.2
Some sponsorship money may be available to assist with travel expenses in attending the FINALS SERIES ONLY.

5.3
An amount of $7,000 (GST inc) will be available for distribution to assist schools with travel expenses. It must be stressed that this amount will be a SUBSIDY only and that schools will be required to fund the balance of their travel and accommodation costs.  The distribution of the funds will be made by the Organising Committee once the 8 final schools are known.
5.4 All claims are to be accompanied by a Tax Invoice and copies of receipts showing transport costs. 

6  Trophies

6.1
The winning boys school and the winning girls school will each be presented with the Hockey Queensland Schools Cup.

6.2
Members of the winning team, the runner-up team and the third-placed team will be presented with awards.


6.3
The teams winning each regional section of the competition will be presented with an award.

6.4
Players in all participating teams will receive a participation certificate.

7  Competition Rules
7.1
The competition will be played under the current Hockey Australia Rules and Guidelines.  

7.2
Goalkeepers must wear full protective equipment.

7.3
All round matches will be of two halves, each of thirty-five minutes with no time outs.  The half-time break will be five minutes.   Where schools wish to vary these times, it must be negotiated before the match starts and must be agreed to by BOTH SCHOOLS.  These times may also vary in zones conducting a round-robin competition 

7.4
In the event of a drawn game, the "drop-off" rule shall apply.  Conditions are as follows:

•
At the conclusion of normal playing time there will be a 2 minute break.  Captains shall toss as per the beginning of a match.

•
All FIH/HA rules apply throughout the drop-off period.e.g. normal interchange rules will apply during “drop-off”.

•
The game is completed immediately a goal is awarded during the drop-off period of play (ie. a golden goal).

•
Time shall be called for injuries/strokes/cards during the drop-off period of play.  

•
The drop-off shall begin with 6 field players plus 1 goalkeeper per team.  After 6 minutes of play, 2 field players shall be "dropped off" and teams shall change ends.  A 1 minute drink break is allowed.  6 minutes of 5-a-side shall then be played.  If no goal is scored, then a series of penalty strokes shall decide the winning team as per FIH rules.

•
Any player suspended during the drop-off shall take no further part in the match.  After the suspension time has elapsed, this player MUST be replaced by another player from the original team list.

7.5
Up to 16 players may be used in the one game.  The same 16 will not necessarily play each match.  Unlimited interchange rules will apply.

7.6
Schools are encouraged to play on an artificial surface where possible.  The order of priority for surfaces is:

· water-based

· sand-based

· grass


If the schools cannot mutually agree, the organising committee will arbitrate.

7.7
Each team will supply an umpire.  Where a school cannot supply a suitable umpire, it will negotiate an arrangement with the opposing school.  Schools are encouraged not to use students from their own school to umpire their own match.

7.8
Umpires will be responsible for keeping the match time and scores.

7.9
The Official Team sheet as supplied by the Organising Committee must be used for all matches.  

7.10
The Results Sheet must be returned to the Convenor of the boys competition or to the Convenor of the girls competition (whichever is applicable) within one week of the completion of the match.

8  Sponsor Involvement
8.1
Where possible, representatives of the sponsor may be invited to all matches as soon as the date and venue for the match have been finalised.

8.3
School convenors should make every attempt to have matches reported in the local press, school newsletters and other media outlets.  Such reports must include the name of the competition – the Hockey Queensland Schools Cup.

8.4
To assist with the production of the report, copies of any news clippings or photos of players, etc. should be forwarded to the boys organising or the girls organizing committee.

9.0  Finals Competition


9.1
The finals will be held on Friday 17, Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 October 2008 in Townsville.
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Boys Organising Committee





Brian Williams - Ferny Grove State High School


Glen Donald – Aviation High





Enquiries and Results





Brian Williams	Ferny Grove State High School


PO Box 128�Ferny Hills 4055


Ph: 3550 5777


Fax: 3550 5700


                Email: bwilliams_hqcup@optusnet.com.au








Glen Donald	Aviation High


PO Box 359


Clayfield, Qld  4011


Ph: 3637 0111


Fax: 3637 0100


Email: gdona2@eq.edu.au





  




















Girls Organising Committee





Michele Akers - Sienna College


Mary Summerson 





Enquiries and Results





 Mary Summerson	12 Elgata Street


	The Gap  4061


Ph:  0400 113 771


Email: marysummerson@optusnet.com.au





    Michele Akers	6 Kiri Crt,


	Buderim  4556


	Ph:  54452167 or 0407461311	Fax: 54767022


                  Email: akersfour@bigpond.com























